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Goals

• Manage and Display “person” information in 
an academic/research department

• Allow users to update their own profiles

• Automate account creation
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The Steps

• customize portal_memberdata

• quick-subclass Folder to Person Folder

• customize portal_membership

• customize prefs form templates*

• customize display templates*

• script adding users
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*Note

• template examples will be available on the 
ZUGoD website after the presentation
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portal_memberdata

• In ZMI/Plone root/portal_memberdata

• Properties tab

• add relevant fields

• e.g., degree, sortname, affiliation, etc.
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portal_memberdata
• Fields used at CMB

Field Type Use

sortname string Surname, used for sorting

degree string e.g., “PhD”

deginstitution string Where degree was attained

workingtitle string e.g., “Assistant Professor”

homedepartment string e.g., “Neurology”

hometitle string if different from workingtitle

affiliation string Core Faculty, Administrative Staff, etc.

phone string

keywords string comma-separated research interests
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subclass Folder to Person 
Folder

• Just to set default view template

• Cheater Method: through the ZMI

• In ZMI/portal_types

• copy “Folder (Folder)”

• paste, rename to “Person Folder”

• edit to change view template to 
person_folder_listing

8



9



portal_membership

• In ZMI/portal_membership

• set member area type to new Person 
Folder

• You may also want to change the members 
folder (we renamed it to “people”)

• Will change view template for members 
folder later
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property forms
• In ZMI/portal_skins/plone_prefs

• personalize_form (what users sees under 
Preferences/Personal Preferences)

• prefs_user_details (what Managers see in 
Users and Groups configlet)

• Just copy existing form field code and 
modify for each of your new fields

• Basically identical, unless you want to hide 
some fields from users (e.g., affiliation)
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display templates
• copy-and-modify default folder view 

template 

• ZMI/portal_skins/plone_content/
folder_listing

• people_folder_listing: listing for whole 
department, sorted by affiliation then 
sortname

• person_folder_listing: listing for an 
individual person
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people_folder_listing
• Once you have created the template, 

navigate to ZMI/[members folder] 
Properties tab

• set “layout” to “people_folder_listing”

• create lines field called “person_types” 
populated with your affiliations

• for CMB: Core Faculty, Affiliated 
Faculty, Administrative Staff, Research 
Staff, Trainees, Visiting Scholars, Alumni
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people_folder_listing
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person_folder_listing
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script adding users

• http://docs.neuroinf.de/PloneBook/ch9.rst

• Thanks to Charles for pointing this out

• We use a set of shell scripts to create 
accounts across several systems. These 
scripts call our addUser.py script using wget 
(cheesy, but effective)
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Bonus: 
group_folder_listing

• Allows for “lab pages” to re-use existing 
info based on group membership
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